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CONVENTION  POSTCRIPT. 

As  we  predicted,  the  San  Diego  get-together  was  a  real  winner,  and  we 
couldn't  have  had  a  better  time.  The  city  provided  an  ideal  setting, 
the  program  events  that  focused  on  scales  satisfied  everyone's  metro¬ 
logical  bent,  and  the  balance  of  the  program  —  including  a  harbor 
cruise,  sightseeing  tour,  and  festive  dining  —  rounded  out  the  gala 
weekend.  Our  heartfelt  thanks  and  a  long,  low  bow  go  to  Dale  Goldman 
and  Deuell  Wall,  our  convention  co-chairpersons,  ably  assisted  by 
Jerry  Wilson,  Charles  Molnar,  Bill  Doniger,  and  Steven  and  Riva-Jill 
Ginsberg.  And  to  top  off  an  exemplary  effort,  Dale's  financial 
report  revealed  that  the  convention  wound  up  in  the  black  to  the  tune 
of  six  hundred  dollars,  no  mean  trick  in  these  inflated  times. 

For  those  who  couldn't  be  in  San  Diego  with  us,  we're  enclosing  the 
convention  program  to  give  you  an  idea  of  the  festive  goings-on.  And 
do  note  that  among  those  who  attended  were  members  Eileen  Park  of 
Australia,  Diana  Crawforth-Hitchins  (and  spouse  Leslie)  of  England, 
Harvey  Kotler  (and  spouse  Alana)  of  Canada,  and  Jack  Young,  our  first- 
ever  Hawaiian  member  to  attend  a  convention.  Which,  as  we  see  it, 
definitely  lends  credence  to  the  "International"  in  our  name. 
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AND  NOW  FOR  1993. 

In  several  past  Newsletters,  we've  apprised  one  and  all  that  our  next 
conclave  will  be  held  in  the  fair  city  of  Baltimore,  Maryland,  from 
Thursday,  May  13,  to  Sunday,  May  16,  and  this  reminder  is  to  let  you 
know  that  plans  already  are  well  underway.  Jerry  and  Mary  Katz,  our 
convention  co-chairpersons,  are  presently  recruiting  a  committee  and 
making  ready  for  a  late  summer  meeting  with  yours  truly  and  all  others 
involved,  at  the  Radisson  Plaza  Lord  Baltimore  Hotel,  site  of  the 
event.  At  that  time,  plans  will  be  finalized  and  the  legwork  begun. 
From  what  Jerry  tells  us,  the  1993  event  should  be  a  standout  affair, 
and  we  urge  you  now  to  set  aside  the  dates  on  your  calendar.  And 
while  you're  at  it,  plan  to  extend  your  stay  by  several  days  before  or 
after  the  convention,  as  Baltimore  in  recent  years  has  become  one  of 
the  most  appealing  cities  in  the  U.S.,  to  say  nothing  of  the  other 
great  tourist  attractions  close  by. 

AS  FOR  1994 'S  SITE. . . 

...the  subject  was  thoroughly  aired  at  the  members'  business  meeting 
in  San  Diego,  and  initially  there  was  keen  interest  in  several 
destinations  in  the  West  (our  rotation  cycle  calling  for  our  heading 
that  way) .  Two  sites  that  a  number  of  members  favored  were  Texas  and 
Western  Canada,  specifically  Vancouver.  However,  at  the  directors' 
meeting  held  shortly  after  the  business  meeting  (also  attended  by  the 
San  Diego  and  Baltimore  convention  chairpersons) ,  two  factors  that 
invariably  affect  site  selection  came  up  for  consideration  and  ulti¬ 
mately  influenced  the  directors  to  vote  for  San  Francisco.  Both  have 
to  do  with  the  size  of  our  member  base  in  a  given  state  or  region, 
which  affects  (1)  the  availability  of  a  convention  chairperson,  and 
(2)  our  attendance  potential.  Unfortunately,  in  the  case  of  both 
Texas  and  Vancouver,  our  member  base  is  extremely  small  (eight 
throughout  all  of  Texas  and  only  two  in  British  Columbia) .  On  top  of 
this,  the  problem  of  stringent  customs  requirements  in  Canada  vis  a 
vis  our  importation  of  scales  for  the  silent  auction,  Show  &  Tell, 
etc.,  also  was  considered  a  major  deterrent.  Consequently,  the 
directors  concluded  that  the  risk  we  would  face  were  we  to  choose 
either  site  was  simply  too  great  to  take. 
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It  may  be  that  someday  we'll  see  our  way  clear  to  come  together  in 
more  remote  places,  but  for  the  present,  it  seems  the  wiser  decision 
to  return  to  California  and  its  case  of  56  members,  where  we've 
enjoyed  recurring  success.  (And  to  those  who  feel  we  might  be  "over¬ 
doing"  California,  please  bear  in  mind  that  of  our  14  conventions 
since  1979,  we've  only  been  to  California  four  times.) 

HAIL  TO  OUR  BENEFACTORS. 

As  we  announced  previously,  our  Benefactor  Program  lived  up  to  our 
every  expectation,  and  the  66  members  who  saw  fit  to  participate  put 
us  comfortably  over  our  goal  of  $9,000.  Taking  into  account  that  this 
program  is  an  on-going  annual  effort,  we  felt  it  would  be  appropriate 
to  acknowledge  by  name  those  who  were  agreeable  to  lending  their 
support  as  Benefactors  this  first  year.  Having  secured  their  approval 
to  do  so,  we're  including  with  this  letter  a  list  of  Benefactors  and 
their  category  of  contribution.  Again,  we  want  to  thank  them,  tell 
them  we're  hopeful  they'll  continue  their  support,  and  also  ask  those 
members  who  as  yet  have  not  participated  to  consider  doing  so  for 
1993  . 

GOOD  THINGS  COME  IN  THREES. 

1.  Within  the  next  several  months,  we'll  be  back  in  the  business  of 
reproducing  old  scale  catalogs.  Our  latest  endeavor,  to  be  titled 
"A  Retrospective  of  Scale  Catalogs,"  will  include  no  less  than  six 
catalogs  of  famous  and  near-famous  manufacturers.  Two  will  be 
Pelouze  (one  general,  early  1900's;  one  postal,  1911),  and  the 
other  four  will  be  Fairbanks  (1859),  Triner  (1910),  Buffalo 
(1894),  and  Jones  of  Binghamton  (1885).  All  told,  the  grouping 
will  comprise  about  160  pages  under  one  cover,  and  information  on 
how  to  go  about  buying  it  should  be  in  the  upcoming  October 
Newsletter.  Amd  while  we're  at  it,  we'd  like  to  thank  member  Roy 
Adams  for  lending  us  one  of  the  Pelouze  catalogs. 

2.  At  our  San  Diego  convention,  Diana  Crawf orth-Hitchins  reported 
that  she  had  not  been  able  to  locate  the  computer-stored  data  for 
the  original  EQM  Index,  which,  had  it  surfaced,  would  have 
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facilitated  her  plans  to  update  the  Index.  However,  she  hastened 
to  assure  us  that  our  new  computer/printer  nevertheless  would 
enable  her  to  rectify  the  mishap  and  complete  the  project  "well 
before  our  next  convention."  Assuming  Diana  can  provide  us  late 
this  year  or  early  next  with  a  new  and  complete  printout  (1978 
through  1992),  there's  a  good  chance  we  can  go  to  press  in  the 
forepart  of  1993  and  introduce  the  finished  product  at  the 
Baltimore  convention.  As  we  continue  to  hear  from  Diana,  we'll 
keep  you  informed  on  where  things  stand. 

3.  Once  again,  the  time  has  come  to  report  on  the  status  of  an  ISASC- 
authored  bibliography  of  published  works  on  scales  (and  perhaps 
weights  and  measures  as  well) .  As  you  may  recall,  several  times 
in  recent  years  we  thought  we  had  the  project  well  in  hand  and 
moving  along.  Alas,  it  didn't  happen  the  way  we'd  hoped  for,  and 
we're  now  back  to  square  one.  However,  we're  immensely  pleased  to 
report  that  two  volunteers  have  arisen  from  our  ranks  to  revive 
the  undertaking,  namely,  member  Eric  Soslau  and  spouse  Judy. 

Going  back  a  ways,  Eric  and  Judy  have  steadfastly  expressed  a 
willingness  to  take  on  a  special  assignment  for  our  Society,  and 
we  can't  think  of  one  that  our  members  would  reap  more  value  from 
than  THE  bibliography.  In  point  of  fact,  a  project  of  this 
magnitude  is  a  most  ambitious  one  and,  above  and  beyond  the 
Soslaus'  endeavors,  will  require  considerable  help  from  many  of 
our  members.  So  when  Eric  and  Judy  come  asking  you  for  archival 
data,  make  sure  you  extend  yourself.  Your  cooperation  is  bound 
to  hasten  that  magic  moment  when  ISASC's  bibliography  becomes  a 
reality. 

THE  STEIN  AUCTION. 

In  this  case,  the  Ted  Stein  auction  of  500  scales  (the  Riewoldt 
collection) ,  which  was  held  in  Riverside,  California,  this  past  June 
6-7.  Big  brother  Bob  was  on  hand  to  meet  and  greet  ISASC  members,  of 
whom  no  less  than  13,  most  with  spouses,  came,  bid  spiritedly,  and 
took  home  some  new  possessions  (old,  if  not  antique) .  While  the  Stein 
auction  was  not  of  the  magnitude  of  the  one  in  Corona,  CA,  in  June, 
1991,  nevertheless  it  was  a  busy  two  days  during  which  more  than  half 
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of  the  scales  found  bidders/buyers.  The  supply,  however,  exceeded  the 
demand,  and  Ted  still  has  close  to  200  scales  that  he's  looking  to 
dispose  of,  on  what  he's  quick  to  say,  "very  favorable  terms."  So  if 
you're  in  the  scale  business,  restoration  or  whatever,  give  Ted  a  call 
at  818/907-1863,  for  what  may  prove  to  be  a  real  bargain. 

AUCTION  SIDELIGHTS. 

Besides  the  13  ISASC  members  mentioned  above,  seven  other  auction 
customers  identified  themselves  as  collectors  but  confessed  they'd  not 
heard  of  ISASC  (hard  to  believe,  especially  in  California) .  Needless 
to  say,  each  was  provided  with  a  prospect  kit  as  soon  as  your  presi¬ 
dent  returned  to  Chicago,  an  action  step  that  most  likely  should  add 
to  our  ranks. 

And  just  prior  to  the  auction,  the  Stein  brothers  eagerly  accepted  an 
invitation  from  Riverside  residents  Morris  and  Gloria  Garber  to  see 
their  collection,  which  presently  numbers  278  scales  (exactly) ,  and  a 
wide  assortment  of  weights.  The  visit  turned  out  to  be  quite  a 
rewarding  one,  as  the  Garber  collection  proved  to  be  exceptional  in 
every  respect. 

AND  NOW  —  ABOUT  THE  PARK  ODYSSEY. 

In  case  you  didn't  know  it,  the  ISASC  couple  most  likely  to  enter  the 
Guinness  Book  of  Records  for  having  traveled  the  furthest  in  search  of 
scales  has  got  to  be  Ray  and  Eileen  Park  of  Western  Australia.  For 
years  they've  been  all  over  the  Far  East  and  elsewhere  in  the  world  in 
their  search  for  balances,  and  presently  they  lay  claim  to  almost 
1,500  scales  and  more  than  4,000  weights!  And  sometimes  Eileen  just 
takes  off  and  leaves  Ray  at  home  to  "mind  the  store."  Which  is  what 
she  did  this  past  spring,  when  she  left  Australia  and  headed  for 
Japan.  There  she  visited  Tokyo  for  two  days,  one  of  which  was  spent 
with  Dr.  Shigeo  Iwata,  an  ISASC  member  with  an  international 
reputation  as  a  metrology  scholar.  As  Eileen  tells  it,  Dr.  Iwata 
couldn't  have  been  more  hospitable.  Together,  they  spent  the  day 
antique-ing,  touring  a  Tokyo  scale  museum,  and  lunching,  after  which 
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the  good  doctor  invited  her  to  an  evening  at  his  house  to  meet  his 
wife,  see  his  scale  collection,  and  be  gifted  with  several  of  the 
historical  treatises  he's  presented  at  international  metrology 
congresses.  What  a  day!  Eileen  then  left  Tokyo  and  flew  to  Chicago 
to  visit  her  son  and  new  daughter-in-law  who  have  opted  for  the  city's 
suburban  way  of  life.  This  sojourn  enabled  her  to  accept  an  invita¬ 
tion  from  Bob  and  Margie  Stein  for  dinner  and  a  personal  tour  of  the 
Stein's  500+  scale  collection.  Talk  about  being  surfeited!  Still  to 
do  on  Eileen's  itinerary  was  San  Diego,  where  she  then  headed  to  take 
part  —  day  and  night  —  in  the  convention  goings-on  and .  at  the  same 
time,  continue  to  look  for  scales.  Then,  after  the  convention,  it  was 
off  to  Vancouver  to  continue  her  scale  quest  before  heading  home  — 
but  hardly  empty-handed.  In  a  recent  letter  she  sent  us,  Eileen 
divulged  that  she'd  brought  home  "70  sets  of  scales,  quite  a  few 
weights,  literature,  etc.,  and  many,  many  photographs."  And  believe 
it  or  not,  the  letter  ended  with  the  news  that  she  and  Ray  would  be 
heading  for  London  in  December!  Now  there's  a  couple  who  gives  real 
meaning  to  the  term  world  travelers. 

AND  IF  YOU'RE  BOUND  FOR  THE  ORIENT... 

...Eileen  can  tell  you  that  the  Tokyo  scale  museum  is  well  worth  the 
visit.  She  gave  us  a  few  color  folders  and  information  sheets 
describing  this  attraction,  so  if  you'd  like  one,  send  us  a  note  and 
it's  yours. 

STAGE  CENTER:  DR.  SHIGEO  IWATA. 

There  are  no  two  ways  about  it.  Our  Society  comprises  some  of  the 
most  interesting  people  around,  and  Dr.  Iwata  is  proof  positive  of 
that.  He's  been  a  member  of  ISASC  for  years,  during  which  time  his 
published  works  have  been  regular  reminders  of  his  stature  as  a 
metrology  scholar.  I  must  confess  that  the  papers  he  gave  Eileen 
Park,  who,  in  turn,  provided  me  with  copies,  reflect  a  level  of 
erudition  that  is  simply  beyond  me.  On  the  other  hand,  any  number  of 
our  members  may  be  quite  tuned  in  to  the  nature  of  his  field  of 
knowledge,  and  for  that  reason,  we're  listing  the  titles  of  those 
works  Dr.  Iwata  has  authored  which  are  in  our  possession.  Should  any 
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member  wish  a  copy  of  one  or  several,  please  write  us  and  specify 
which  you'd  like  and  we'll  be  glad  to  comply. 

1.  Ex  Oriente  Lux  magazine  article  -  October,  1990  (in 

Japanese) :  Balance  and  Eschatology. 

2.  ICHM  Paper,  October  8,  1983  (in  English):  The  Changes  in 
Linear  Measures  in  China  and  Japan. 

3.  Paper,  1974  (in  English):  On  the  Standard  Deviations  of  the 
Weights  of  Indus  Civilization. 

4.  ICHM  Paper,  October  4,  1986  (in  English):  Changes  of  the 
Chinese  Standard  Mass  Unit. 

5.  ICHM  Paper,  October  28-30,  1975  (in  English):  Development  of 
Sensitivity  of  the  Precision  Balance. 

MORE  ABOUT  OUT  METROLOGY  EXPERTS. 

Several  of  the  papers  in  the  foregoing  list  were  presented  by  Dr. 

Iwata  at  meetings  and  congresses  of  the  ICHM  (International  Committee 
of  Historical  Metrology),  and  now  we're  pleased  to  tell  you  about  a 
similar  exploit  by  another  prominent  member  of  ISASC,  our  own  Ruth 
Hendricks  Willard.  It  seems  that  this  coming  September  24-27,  during 
the  Sixth  International  Congress  of  the  ICHM  at  Charles  De  Gaulle 
University  in  Villeneuve  d'Ascq,  France,  Ruth  will  present  a  paper 
bearing  the  following  title,  quite  profound  to  say  the  least: 

Evolution  of  the  egual  arm  balance  in  ancient  Egypt  ( ca  3100-1085  bee) 

and  continued  use  of  this  ancient  technology  until  recent  times.  And 

if  this  prestigious  appearance  by  Ruth  isn't  sufficient  testimony  to 
the  stature  our  Society  enjoys  in  the  world  of  metrology,  on  that  same 
program  will  appear  two  of  our  European  Chapter  members,  Hans-Richard 
Jenemann  and  Yves  Noel,  speaking  on  similarly  profound  subjects.  All 
of  which  is  bound  to  make  these  days  heady  ones  for  ISASC. 
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A  PLEA  FROM  EQM ' S  PUBLISHER. 

It  seems  our  members  are  buying  publications  abroad  that  are  offered 
for  sale  through  EQM  (which  is  good) ,  but  it  also  seems  that,  contrary 
to  instructions,  they're  sending  payment  in  U.S.  dollars  (which  is 
bad).  The  reason  it's  bad  is  that  U.S.  dollars  entail  an  inordinately 
high  surcharge  (as  much  as  75%)  when  converted  to  pounds  sterling  or 
any  other  coin  of  the  realm.  So,  on  the  assumption  that  none  of  us 
would  willfully  contribute  to  the  woes  of  those  who  serve  ISASC, 
please  continue  to  buy  whatever  your  heart  desires,  but  please .  do  pay 
in  the  manner  prescribed.  And  because  we  know  you  will,  please  accept 
our  thanks  in  advance. 

BOOKS  ON  ALL  KINDS  OF  ANTIQUES. 

While  in  San  Diego,  member  Barrett  Silverstein  went  shopping  and  found 
an  unusual  376-page  compendium  of  more  than  2,000  Victorian  illustra¬ 
tions  of  housewares,  hardware,  and  kitchenware,  including  10  pages  of 
scales  (Fairbanks,  Chatillon,  Turnbull,  Frary,  etc.).  Taking  advan¬ 
tage  of  Barrett's  "research,"  we  contacted  the  publisher  and  learned 
of  three  other  publications  that  also  should  pique  the  interest  of 
anyone  with  a  collector's  bent.  A  full  description  of  all  four  and  an 
order  form  is  enclosed  with  this  Newsletter,  making  it  ultra-easy  for 
you  to  buy  one  or  more.  Happy  reading. 

MISCELLANY. 

**  Some  months  ago,  Becky  Brinkman,  feature  editor  of  Southeastern 
Antigues  &  Collectibles  Market,  expressed  interest  in  doing  an 
article  about  ISASC.  Our  immediate  reaction  was  to  provide  her 
with  everything  —  and  more  —  we  thought  she  could  use.  Lo  and 
behold,  in  the  publication's  May,  1992,  issue  appeared  an  excel¬ 
lently-written  and  illustrated  story  about  our  Society.  The 
moral,  of  course,  that  we've  known  for  some  time,  is  that  it  pays 
to  publicize! 
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**  Member  Emil  Cohn,  Jr. ,  a  most  active  octogenarian  and  an  avid 

scale  collector,  sent  us  a  most  interesting  article  which  appeared 
in  a  recent  issue  of  The  Delaware  Valley  Furniture  Association's 
quarterly  magazine.  The  article  describes  how  Emil's  father 
started  in  the  furniture  business  at  the  turn  of  the  century;  how 
Emil  Jr.  continued  in  the  business  starting  in  1928,  and 
subsequently,  how  two  of  Emil's  sons  have  carried  on  in  the  same 
field,  thus  covering  a  span  of  almost  100  years.  Talk  about  a 
family  tradition! 

**  Member  Michael  Goodman  sent  us  a  letter  in  mid-April  expressing 

his  regrets  about  being  unable  to  attend  the  San  Diego  convention, 
due  to  prior  business  commitments.  Included  with  the  letter  was 
$100  "to  help  defray  the  convention  expenses,"  and  a  promise  to 
"definitely  be  in  Baltimore  next  year."  Thanks  for  the  donation, 
Michael,  and  thanks  even  more  for  your  steadfast  support  in  so 
many  ways  over  the  years. 

**  Last  March  we  received  a  letter  from  Wolfgang  Schilde,  a  Berlin 

resident  and  member  of  ISASC's  European  Chapter,  telling  us  of  his 
upcoming  trip  to  the  States  in  late  spring.  Wolfgang's  letter 
disclosed  that  he  not  only  visits  the  U.S.  from  time  to  time,  but 
is  a  dyed-in-the-wool  fan  of  the  Chicago  Bears  and  Toronto  Maple 
Leafs.  It  seems  that  he  and  spouse,  Ingrid,  were  planning  an 
extended  vacation  to  our  shores,  first  to  New  York  City,  then  to 
Chattanooga  for  their  son's  high  school  graduation,  and  then,  with 
their  son,  on  to  New  Orleans,  Chicago,  St.  Louis,  across  the  West 
by  car  to  San  Francisco,  and,  lastly,  Hawaii.  Given  their  inten¬ 
tions,  the  Steins  extended  an  invitation  to  the  Schildes  to  spend 
an  evening  together  in  Chicago  in  early  June.  The  offer  was 
accepted,  and  the  evening  started  with  a  rendezvous  at  the  ISASC 
office,  where  the  Schilde  metrology  appetite  was  whetted  by  the 
sight  of  20  or  so  postal  scales.  The  Stein  house  was  the  next 
stop,  where  our  foreign  friends  were  treated  to  the  sight  of  500 
more  postal  scales.  Several  hours  later,  with  the  Schildes 
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somewhat  in  a  state  of  "scale  shock,"  everyone  made  their  way  to  a 
local  restaurant  for  dinner  and  endless  conversation.  All  in  all, 
it  was  a  most  enjoyable  interlude  and  one  which  the  Schildes 
seemed  to  appreciate  no  end. 

**  This  past  May,  member  Sonny  Ifshin,  who  specializes  in  postal 

scales  and  memorabilia,  phoned  to  tell  us  of  a  call  he'd  received 
from  Megaera  (Meg)  Harris,  Research  Administrator  and  Historian 
for  the  Office  of  the  Postmaster  General  in  Washington,  D.C. 

Ms.  Harris  told  Sonny  that  the  Postal  Service  headquarters  is 
planning  an  exhibit  of  postal  history,  and  that  she  was  hoping  he 
could  provide  some  artifacts  or  ephemera  collected  during  his  days 
as  a  South  Florida  postmaster,  along  with  the  names  of  others  who 
might  be  a  similar  source.  It  seemed  logical  for  us  to  call  Ms. 
Harris,  which  we  did,  and  a  case  of  instant  rapport  developed.  We 
sent  her  a  kit  of  information  on  ISASC,  which  she  acknowledged 
with  thanks,  and  the  two  of  us  left  the  door  open  for  future 
cooperative  efforts  having  to  do  with  postal  scales  or  anything 
else  about  which  we  might  share  an  interest. 

AND  NOW  TO  BED. 

Which  is  a  popular  term  that  means  the  finish  of  something,  in  this 

case  what  seems  to  be  a  new  record  for  the  longest  Newsletter  ever. 

But  before  we  go  to  bed,  please  note  the  enclosed  directory  supplement 
which  belongs  in  your  directory  binder,  and  please  pay  particular 
attention  to  the  latest  edition  of  our  library  list.  If  your 

metrology  library  is  still  lacking  any  of  our  offerings,  now's  the 

time  to  rectify  that  situation.  We  can  use  the  business  and  it's 
quite  possible  that  you  can  put  some  extra  knowledge  to  good  use. 

Until  next  October,  when  you'll  hear  from  us  again... 

Fraternally, 


